DECORATIVE BUILDING ARTS

First Church of Christ Scientist

John Canning & Co. was tasked to restore the simulated mosaic while conserving the surrounding original decoration.

PROJECT DETAILS

The stenciling throughout was carefully documented and each color custom matched. To replicate the simulated

mosaic required a multi-step process. Prior to painting, the plaster was built up and layered to simulate tesserae. The
simulated mosaic stenciling at the upper walls included as many as 8 separate colors. Where channels were cut in the
historic plaster for modernization’s, the decorative paint was seamlessly replicated to match the surrounding historic in
texture, color, and sheen. The mosaic treatment at the ceiling was replicated in its entirety. Each quote and gilded letter
was originally hand drawn over the coarse plaster walls. The characteristic of each individual letter was documented and
replicated using traditional 23K gold leaf and outlined in a deep maroon color to punctuate the brilliance of the leaf.
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E Project Summary PDF

Pretty in Pink: Landmark Boston Church

(9 Gets a Refresh, Preservation Magazine,

National Trust for Historic Preservation

BUILDING FACTS

Q Location: Boston, MA

Built: Circa 1920

Original Architect: Franklin I. Welch, Charles
Brigham, S.S. Beman

Beg Style: Romanesque Revival Style

AWARDS

2024 Boston Preservation Alliance,
Preservation Achievement Award, The First
Church of Christ, Scientist, Boston, MA
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SCOPE

o Historic Color Matching

e Pattern Documentation

e Conditions Assessment

o Ornamental Plaster Repair, Casting, and

Consolidation

e Architectural Gliding

e Freehand Artwork

o Stenciling

o Glazing
e Faux Mosaic

PROJECT TEAM

[ Architect: Finegold Alexander Architects

Contractor: Shawmut Design and
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