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DECORATIVE BUILDING ARTS

National Building Museum

Built after the Civil War as the Pension Bureau, John Canning & Co. artisans implemented a 5-step marbling finish on the massive
Great Hall columns. A suspended scaffold system was used allowing the National Building Museum to remain open to the public.

PROJECT DETAILS IS Project Summary PDF

John Canning & Co. prepared large-scale mock-ups to develop color, vein, and historic accuracy of the A Job Well Done: Artisans Who Are

faux marble finish. The ‘look” was inspired by the classic renaissance columns of Michelangelo’s church of (9 Redefining the Historic Trades
Santa Maria delgli Angeli in Rome. }
Work on the eight, 75-foot columns, among the largest Corinthian columns in the world, was carried out BUILDING FACTS

in a five-step process from a suspended scaffold system. All materials were selected to conform to AIC
standards of permanency and reversibility.

Q Location: Washington DC
Each column was built with 70,000 bricks, framed and covered with smooth plaster. They were painted to

resemble marble in 1895.
Built: 1881-87

GALLERY Original Architect: US Army General
Montgomery C. Meigs, civil engineer

Beg Style: italian Renaissance Revival

. Status: National Historic Landmark

SCOPE

Decorative Paint

Marbling
Color and Vein Matching

Large-scale Mock-ups

PROJECT TEAM

Architect: Beyer Blinder Belle Architects &
Planners, LLP
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